November, 2009
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

This letter is to advise everyone about the significant increase in the property taxes for the past two years for our Masonic Center. These increases have placed an additional financial burden on our Temple Association and all of our Masonic groups, including Eastern Star.  The increase in property taxes is the result of recent school levy’s passing, increases in assessments of the City of West Carrollton, and the county’s recent appraisal of the building, which increased the value of the property. 
In 2008, our taxes went up significantly and we filed a request for a tax exemption, due to being a non-profit organization, with the State of Ohio through Montgomery County. At that time we were told we didn’t have to pay the taxes, just the assessments until we heard from the state.  We kept in touch with the county and again this year we were only required to pay the assessments.

When we received our property tax bill in February of 2009 for our 2008 taxes, the value of the building and property increased substantially. In March we filed an appeal with Montgomery County to have our building reappraised.  The appeal hearing was held in September at Montgomery County and we are now waiting for the results of that appeal. If the county lowers the appraisal of our building it will lower the taxes for 2008. We have asked Blue Lodge, Eastern Star, and Royal Arch to assist in paying the 2008 taxes. If those taxes are lowered and we would receive a refund, it would be divided and returned to each body. If any member would like to make a donation to support this effort please send it to your organization.
The taxes for 2007 have been paid and temple board made the necessary increases for each organization’s rent to include the increased taxes for the 2009 taxes.  This is the first time rent has been increased in eight years.  If any member has any questions and would like to see the books please feel free to contact the treasurer.
Sincerely,

Jimmy Tipton

President


